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distribution and to the financial arrangements of India," he
said in the Preface to the second volume, "the same melan-
choly picture is presented to us." One-fourth of all the reve-
nues derived in India, he continued, "is annually remitted
to England as Home charges. And if we add to this the
portion of their salaries which European officers employed
in India annually remit to England, the total annual drain
out of the Indian Revenues to England considerably exceeds
20 millions. The richest country on earth stoops- to levy
this annual contribution from the poorest. Those who earn
£42 per head ask for 10 sh. per head from a nation earn-
ing £.2 per head. And this 10 sh. per head which the Bri-
tish people draw from India impoverishes Indians, and
therefore impoverishes British trade with India. The con-
tribution does not benefit British Commerce and Trade,
while it drains the life-blood of India in a continuous cease-
less flow."
In concluding his Preface, Romesh Dutt quoted 'John
Stuart Mill that "the Government of a people by itself has
a meaning and a reality, but such a thing as government of
one people by another does not and cannot exist. One
people may keep another for its own use, a place to make
money in, a human cattle farm for the profits of its own
inhabitants.'* "This statement contains a deep truth",
Romesh Dutt commented. "Large masses of men are not
ordinarily impelled by consideration of other peoples' inte-
rests. The British voter is as fair-minded as the voter in
any other country on earth, but he would not be a British
voter, and he would not be human, if he did not ordinarily
mind his own interest and secure his own profits."
Judged on the background of the early twentieth century
when they were uttered, these words of Romesh Dutt were
not only well in advance of the time but summed up in
essence the philosophy of the struggle for Independence

